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E.O.l 1652: N/A 

TAGS: OVIP (KISSINGER, HENRY A.) 

SUB J : AUGUST 6TH, DINNER AT MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFIARS, 

TEHRAN, TOASTS EXCHANGED BETWEEN SECSTATE KISSINGER 
AND MINISTER OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS AND FINANCE HUSHANG 
ANSARY. 

ANSARY: MR. SECRETARY, MRS. KISSINGER, YOUR EXCELLENCIES, 

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN: 

MAY I FIRST OF ALL, ON BEHALF OF MRS. ANSARY AND MYSELF, AND 
ALL OF OUR IRANIAN FRIENDS PRESENT HERE, EXTEND A VERY WARM 
WELCOME TO YOU AND YOUR DISTINGUISHED WIFE, MR. SECRETARY, AND 
TO THE DISTINGUISHED MEMBERS OF YOUR PARTY. WE ARE VERY PLEASED, 
PRIVILEGED AND HONORED THAT YOU COULD ACCEPT A VERY CORDIAL 
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INVITATION TO BE A VERY IMPORTANT GUEST AT THIS TIME, TO TAKE 
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TIME OFF FROM THE IMPORTANT DUTIES OF YOUR HIGH OFFICE, WHICH WE 
AFL KNOW IS CROWDED WITH IMPORTANT ISSUES, CRITICAL ISSUES, LONG 
HOURS AND CRITICAL DECISIONS. THAT OFFICE, MR. SECRETARY, 

HAS COME A LONG WAY FROM THE DAYS OF YOUR ESTEEMED PREDECESSOR, 
THOMAS JEFFERSON. MY OLD FRIEND DEAN RUSK, HAD A FAVORITE 
STORY TO TELL. I RECALL HE USED TO TALK ABOUT A LETTER THAT 
THOMAS JEFFERSON- AND HE INSISTED IN CALLING HIM NOT THE THIRD 
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES BUT THE FIRST SECRETARY OF STATE 
-WROTE TO PRESIDENT GEORGE WASHINGTON. IT WENT LIKE THIS: 

"DEAR MR. PRESIDENT: WE ARE STILT. WITHOUT ANY NEWS WORTH 
REPORTING TO YOU. IT'S BEEN MONTHS SINCE ANY NEWS OF ANY 
SIGNIFICANCE CAME FROM EUROPE." AND WITH THAT HE WENT OFF ON 
AN EXTENDED VACATION. 

I READ IN THE PRESS NOW, MR. SECRETARY THAT YOU HAVE PUT IN SOME- 
THING LIKE 547,000 MILES IN OVERSEAS TRAVEL ALONE. WELL, 

HAVING A MUCH LESS GLAMOROUS A RECORD OF OVERSEAS TRAVEL MYSELF, 
SOMETHING LIKE 150,000 MILES, ON THE AVERAGE, EVERY YEAR, I DO 
UNDERSTAND AND SYMATHIZE WITH YOU FOR THE GREAT PHYSICAL 
INCONVENIENCES THAT YOU EXERCISE AND EXPERIENCE ON YOUR TRIPS 
ABROAD. OF COURSE. IN YOUR CASE, MR. SECRETARY, THAT IS 
COMPENSATED FOR BY THE SWEET SMELL OF SUCCESS, OF WHICH I'M 
GLAD TO SAY YOU HAVE PLENTY. I RECALL ONE OF YOUR COMMENTATORS 
WHO SAID THAT HENRY KISSINGER MUST HAVE AN AWFUL TIME EVERY TIME 
HE LOOKS AT HIMSELF IN THE MIRROR, FEELING THAT HE HAS TO OUT-DO 
HIMSELF ON THAT PARTICULAR DAY, ON EVERY PARTICULAR DAY, AS 
COMPARED WITH HIS OTHER GREAT ACCOMPLISHMENTS OF THE DAY BEFORE. 
THIS COMMENTATOR SAID THAT YOU, MR. SECRETARY, ARE A GROSS 
VIOLATION OF EMMERSON'S LAW OF COMPENSATION, WHERE EVERY 
SWEET MOMENT HAS TO BE PAID FOR BY A MISSED STEP. YOU HAVE 
NEVER MISSED A STEP, MR. SECRETARY, BUT I'M GLAD THAT ONE THIS 
PARTICULAR TRIP YOU CHOSE TO VISIT TEHRAN ON BOARD AIR FORCE 
THREE. IF YOU HAD DECIDED TO COME IN ON A COMMERCIAL PLANE, IT 
WOULD HAVE TAKEN YOU ABOUT A MONTH TO GET RESERVATIONS. IF YOU 
HAD DECIDED TO COME IN ON A SHIP YOU WOULD HAVE BEEN STRANDED 
AT ONE OF OUR PORTS, IN ONE OF THE 500-ODD SHIPS THAT WE NOW 
HAVE WAITING THERE TO DISEMBARK. IF YOU HAD DECIDED TO COME 
IN A CAR, YOU WOULD NOW HAVE BEEN SITTING IN A QUEUE 22 TILES 
INSIDE TURKISH TERRITORY. THAT, MR. SECRETARY IS THE 
OUTCOME OF A RATHER PHENOMENAL ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT PROGRAM 
THAT HAS BEEN IMPLEMENTED UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS IMPERIAL 
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MAJESTY IN THIS COUNTRY. BUT THESE ARE THE HAZARDS OF VERY 
RAPID ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT, THE PROBLEMS OF THE MANAGEMENT 
OF ABUDNANCE. AND WE HAVE PLENTY OF THAT IN THIS COUNTRY. 

NOW, MR. SECRETARY THIS YEAR WE JOINED YOU IN CELEBRATING THE 
200TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE CREATION OF THE UNITED STATEES. 

HAVING ONLY RECENTLY CELEBRATED THE 2.500TH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE PERSIAN MONARCHY, WE KNOW WELL THAT 200 YEARS IS A VERY SHORT 
TIME IN THE LIFE OF A NATION. AND YET, THROUGH SHEER EFFORT 
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AND DEDICATION AND THROUGH SACRIFICES AND DETERMINATION, YOUR 
GREAT NATION HAS EMERGED, IN THAT VERY SHORT PERIOD OF TIME, AS 
THE WORLD'S MOST POWERFUL, THE WORLD'S MOST ADVANCED AND THE 
WORLD S MOST OUTSTANDING NATION. AS FOR OUR COUNTRY, MR. 

SECRETARY, I MUST SAY THAT WE ARE GOING THROUGH THE EXPERIENCES 
OF OUR OWN PEACEFUL REVOLUTION. THAT REVOLUTION IS BASED ON FOUR 
IMPORTANT PRINCIPLES. THE FIRST IS TO MOBILIZE, PROPERLY AND 
THROUGH VERY EFFICIENT USE, THE ENTIRE RESOURCES OF THIS COUNTRY 
FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF THIS ECONOMY. THAT WE HAVE BEEN DOING 
UNDER THE LEADERSHIP OF HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY IN A MANNER THAT 
HAS MADE IT POSSIBLE FOR THIS COUNTRY TO ENJOY A VERY HIGH RATE 
OF ECONOMIC GROWTH IN THE PAST DECADE. WE HOPE AND EXPECT THAT 
THIS STEADY GROWTH WILL CONTINUE IN THE YEARS TO COME. THE SECOND 
IS A VERY EXTENSIVE SOCIAL REFORM PROGRAM THAT IS DESIGNED TO 
ENSURE THAT THE BENEFITS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 
ARE SHARED BY PEOPLE FROM ALL WALKS OF LIFE IN THIS COUNTRY. 

ONLY THIS MORNING, MR. SECRETARY. YOU MAY HAVE HEARD HIS 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY HANDED OUT THE CERTIFICATE OF SHARES OF STOCK 
TO OVER 12,000 WORKERS AND FARMERS WHO HAVE JOINED IN THE 
IMPLEMENTATION OF A RATHER NOVEL IDEA THAT ENABLES THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THE DIFFERENT GROUPS OF PEOPLE IN THIS COUNTRY 
IN THE BENEFITS OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT. THE THIRD IS THE 
DETERMINATION ON THE PART OF THIS COUNTRY TO BUILD UP ITS 
DEFENSE NEEDS. ITS DEFENSE STRENGTH. I RECALL THAT IN THE EARLY 
YEARS, ALTHOUGH WE HAD VERY MEAGER RESOURCES, THAT DETERMINATION 
JUST THE SAME, WAS VERY EVIDENT. WE FEEL THAT WE MUST DO THIS 
BECAUSE NOT ONLY DO WE HAVE EXAMPLES OF COUNTRIES NOT CAPABLE 
OF DEFENDING THEMSELVES, BEING IN SERIOUS DIFFICULTY, IN OUR 
IMMEDIATE NEIGHBORHOOD-WE DON'T HAVE FAR TO GO-BUT HIS 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY FELT THAT, EVEN IN THE EARLY YEARS. THAT 
ASIDE FROM THE DEFENSES OF THIS COUNTRY ITSELF, THE 
RESPONSIBILITY FIRST LAY ON THE SHOULDERS OF THE IRANIANS TO 
MAKE SURE THAT THE ARTERY IN THE PERSIAN GULF, THROUGH WHICH 
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MOVES SOMETHING ON THE ORDER OF ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF THE FREE WORLD S 
OIL REQUIREMENTS, AS FAR AS OIL EXPORTS FROM THIS PARTICULAR 
REGION IS CONCERNED, AND THAT THEREFORE THE STRENGTH OF THIS 
COUNTRY SHOULD SERVE AS A WARNING SIGNAL TO THE SUBVERSIVE 
ELEMENTS THAT HAVE SINCE EMERGED RATHER STRONGLY IN THE IMMEDIATE 
REGION. NOT ONLY THAT, I MUST ADMIT TO YOU THAT AS EARLY 
AS TEN YEARS AGO HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY PERSONALLY TOLD ME 
THAT THE DAY WILL COME WHEN THE UNITED STATES, TO WHOM THE REST 
OF THE FREE WORLD LOOKS FOR STRENGTH AND SUPPORT, WILL FIND THAT 
IT CANNOT BE INVOLVED PERMANENTLY IN THE VIETNAM WAR, THAT IT 
CANNOT AFFORD TO BE ENGAGED IN OTHER CONFLICTS ANYTHING LIKE 
THE VIETNAM WAR, AND WHEN THAT DAY CAME, IT WOULD HAVE TO LOOK 
FOR FRIENDS IN DIFFERENT PARTS OF THE WORLD, IN THE INTEREST 
OF THE FREE WORLD AT LARGE - FRIENDS WHO COULD STAND ON THEIR 
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OWN FEET, WHO COULD PAY THEIR OWN WAY, AND WHO HAD THEIR HEARTS 
IN THE RIGHT PLACE AS FAR AS THE PRINCIPLES OF THE STRENGTH OF 
DEFENSE OF THE FREE WORLD AT LARGE IS CONCERNED. AND HIS 
IMPERIAL MAJESTY FELT THAT ON THAT DAY THAT IRAN SHOULD SERVE 
AS AN OUTSTANDING EXAMPLE. BUT ALTHOUGH MR. SECRETARY, THE 
DETERMINATION IS CLEARLY THERE, THE DECISION IS CLEARLY OURS, 

BUT, FORGIVE ME TO SAY THAT AT TIMES, ON OCCASIONS, WE FEEL RATHER 
SAD, AND DISAPPOINTED, THAT THERE IS NOT ENOUGH APPRECIATION OF 
THE CONTRIBUTIONS THAT IRAN IS MAKING, NOT ONLY TOWARDS 
DEFENDING HERSELF IN CASE OF EMERGENCY, BUT AS A PILLAR OF 
STRENGTH IN THE REGION AND AS A COUNTRY AND NATION THAT COULD 
BE DEPENDED UPON IF THE FREE WORLD AT LARGE FACED SERIOUS 
DIFFICULTIES. AND LAST, OF COURSE, MR. SECRETARY, IS THE 
DEVELOPMENT OF THE POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS IN THIS COUNTRY 
THAT ARE NOW IN THE MAKING. HAVING SAID ALL THAT, PERMIT ME 
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TO TAKE THUS OPPORTUNITY TO EXPRESS MY PERSONAL GRATITUDE 
FOR THE GREAT CONTRIBUTIONS THAT YOU, AS CO-CHAIRMAN 
OF IRAN-UNITED STATES JOINT ECONOMIC COMMISSION, HAVE 
MADE TO THE DEVELOPMENT AND EXPANSION OF TRADE AT A VERY 
RAPID RATE AND THAT OF ECONOMIC COOPERATION BETWEEN OUR TWO 
COUNTRIES. WE REGARD YOU AS A GREAT AND GOOD FRIEND TO IRAN, 

MR. SECRETARY. AND YOUR INVALUABLE CONTRIBUTIONS. EVERY 
TIME I'VE HAD THE PLEASURE OF SITTING WITH YOU TO DISCUSS 
MATTERS OF MUTUAL INTEREST- AND I’M GLAD TO SAY THAT THOSE 
OCCASIONS HAVE BEEN MANY-HAVE NOT ONLY MADE THINGS EASIER 
IN OUR JOINT EFFORTS TO DEVELOP OUR RELATIONS SATISFACTORILY 
TO OUR MUTUAL BENEFIT, BUT ALSO THE WAY YOU HAVE GONE ABOUT 
EXPRESSING YOURSELF IN MAKING THESE CONTRIBUTIONS, THE WAY 
YOU HAVE TAKEN YOUR SERIOUS ISSUES AND TAKEN IMPORTANT STEPS 
IN THE DIRECTION OF OFFERING SOLUTIONS, HAVE BEEN HIGHLY 
GRATIFYING AND I THOUGHT— I FELT DUTY BOUND THAT A SPECIAL 
ORDER OF THANKS AND GRATITUDE AT THIS TIME WOULD BE VERY 
APPROPRIATE. MAY I ADD TO THAT, MR. SECRETARY. MY GRATEFUL 
THANKS ALSO FOR THE WONDERFUL HOSPITALITY, FOR THE WARMTH AND 
THE KINDNESS AND THE FRIENDSHIP THAT YOU HAVE ALWAYS SHOWN 
EVERY TIME I'VE HAD THE PLEASURE OF CALLING ON YOU IN THE 
UNITED STATES. I CERTAINLY HOPE THAT BEFORE YOUR DEPARTURE 
FROM THIS COUNTRY YOU WILL SEE ENOUGH SIGNS OF THIS GREAT 
TRADITIONAL FRIENDSHIP, THIS SPECIAL SENTIMENT THAT THE PEOPLE 
OF IRAN ENTERTAIN FOR THE GREAT AMERICAN NATION, AND YOU WILL 
TAKE BACK WITH YOU A CLEAR FEELING OF FRIENDSHIP AND WARMTH 
FROM THE PEOPLE OF IRAN. AS I LOOK FORWARD TO THE PLEASURE OF 
SITTING WITH YOU TOMORROW AND WITH YOUR DISTINGUISHED 
COLLEAGUES AT THE TIME OF THE THIRD MEETING OF OUR JOINT 
COMMISSION, I FEEL VERY HOPEFUL THAT AS A RESULT OF YOUR AUDIENCE 
WITH MY AUGUST SOVERIGN, HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE SHAHANSHAH 
TODAY, THE POSSIBILITIES WILL PRESENT THEMSELVES FOR A STILL 
FURTHER EXPANSION AND CONSOLIDATION OF. NOT ONLY THE FIRENDSHIP 
BETWEEN OUR TWO PEOPLES, BUT ALSO OF EMBARKING ON A STILL 
GREATER AND MORE IMPORTANT VENTURES OF BENEFIT TO ALL OF US, 

AND IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT, YOUR EXCELLENCY, LADIES AND 
GENTLEMEN, THAT I WOULD LIKE TO ASK YOU ALL TO RISE AND JOIN 
ME IN A TOAST TO THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES. "TO 
THE PRESIDENT." AND WHILE YOU ARE STANDING MAY I ALSO ASK YOU 
TO JOIN ME IN A TOAST TO OUR DISTINGUISHED GUEST OF HONOR, 

THE HONORABLE HENRY KISSINGER, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE 
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UNITED STATES, HIS VERY CHARMING WIFE AND TO HIS SON DAVID, 

WHO IS HERE WITH US TONIGHT. (APPLAUSE). 
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RESPONSE OF SECRETARY KISSINGER: 

MR. MINISTER, MRS. ANSARI, DISTINGUISHED GUESTS: 

LET ME FIRST OF ALL, ON BEHALF OF ALL OF MY COLLEAGUES, 

EXPRESS MY GRATITUDE FOR THE MARVELOUS RECEPTION THAT WE 
HAVE RECEIVED HERE. WE REALIZE THAT THE POINT HOUSHANG MADE 
SO SUBTLY. ABOUT THE RELATIVE LENGTHS OF OUR HISTORIES, REFLECTS 
ITSELF IN OUR RELATIVE HOSPITALITIES. AND WE KNOW THAT WE IN 
THE UNITED STATES ARE, AS FAR AS HOSPITALITY IS CONCERNED, 

AN UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRY. SO WE APPRECIATE IT, BUT FIRST OF 
ALL WE APPRECIATE THE KIND WORDS, TOTALLY UNDERSERVED, 

THAT YOU SAID ABOUT US, BUT WE FEEL AS ALWAYS VERY HAPPY HERE. 
HOUSHANG SAID TO ME THAT HE WAS GIVING A LITTLE DINNER PARTY 
TONIGHT IN A PLACE THAT WAS NOT QUITE AS ELEGANT AS THE STATE 
DEPARTMENT, PROVING THAT HE IS A GREAT DIPLOMAT, OR THAT HE 
IS TALKING ABOUT A STATE DEPARTMENT THAT I DON'T KNOW. 

WE ARE BEGINNING OUR JOINT COMMISSION MEETINGS TOMORROW, 

WHICH IS ONE REASON WHY I STILL HAVE MY COAT AND SHIRT, 

BECAUSE USUALLY AFTER A DAY'S NEGOTIATIONS WITH ANSARI I HAVE LOST 
ALMOST EVERYTHING THAT I POSSESS AND I JUST WANT TO TELL THIS TO 
OUR IRANIAN FIRENDS HERE, THAT THE REAL NEGOTIATION HASN'T STARTED 
YET AND SO I'M STILL REASONABLY INTACT. THE JOINT COMMISSION, 
HOWEVER, EXPRESSES THE CLOSE IDENTITY OF INTEREST BETWEEN THE 
UNITED STATES AND IRAN, AND IT ATTEMPTS TO EXPRESS AND IT HAS 
SUCCESSFULLY EXPRESSED, ACROSS A WIDE VARIETY OF COMMON EFFORTS, 
THE CLOSE CONNECTION THAT HAS GROWN UP BETWEEN OUR TWO SOCIETIES. 
HOUSHANG SAID THAT HE WAS SOMEWHAT PAINED THAT SOME 
AMERICANS DO NOT APPRECIATE THE NATURE OF THIS RELATIONSHIP. 

I WOULD LIKE TO SAY TO HIM THAT THE PRESIDENT, AND THE 
SECRETARY OF STATE, AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED STATES 
DO APPRECIATE THE NATURE OF THIS RELATIONSHIP. 

THERE HAS BEEN A GREAT DEAL OF LITERATURE DUREING THE PAST 
WEEK ABOUT THE NUMBER OF AMERICANS THAT FIND THEMSELVES IN IRAN, 
AND I THINK IT MIGHT BE USEFUL TO REFLECT ABOUT THIS. THERE 
ARE ABOUT 24,000 AMERICANS IN IRAN. OF THOSE, ABOUT 1,000 ARE 
MILITARY PERSONNEL; 2,000 ARE ENGAGED IN TRAINING ACTIVITIES THAT 
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WILL END WHEN THE TRAINING IS COMPLETED. ANOTHER THOUSAND ARE 
ENGAGED IN COMBINED TRAINING AND MAINTENANCE ACTIVITIES, WHICH 
WILL ALSO END WHEN THE CAPABILITIES ARE DEVELOPED. FIVE 
THOUSAND ARE HERE IN THE OIL BUSINESS, AND 2,000 ARE HERE IN 
THER BUSINESSES. AND THE REST ARE DEPENDENTS. SO, IT IS TRUE, 

THERE ARE 24,000 AMERICANS HERE. THERE ARE 1 1,000 WHO ARE WORKING 
HERE, 7,000 IN CIVILIAN PURSUITS AND THEIR FAMILIES. SO, WHEN 
PEOPLE TALK LIGHTLY ABOUT HOSTAGES, THE HOSTAGES ARE CREATED BY 
THE NATURE OF THE CONNECTION OF OUR SOCIETIES, AND NOT BY ANY 
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PARTICULAR DECISION HAVING TO DO WITH MILITARY AFFAIRS ALONE OR 
EVEN PRIMARILY. IRAN IS THE COUNTRY WHERE IN 1946 PRESIDENT 
TRUMAN CONSIDERED IT IMPORTANT TO THE INTEREST OF THE UNITED 
STATES TO CONFRONT THE SOVIET UNION OVER AZERBAIJAN, WHEN THERE 
WERE ONLY A FEW HUNDRED AMERICANS IN THIS COUNTRY, BECAUSE WE 
THOUGHT THEN THAT THE TERRITORIAL INTEGRITY OF IRAN WAS IMPORTANT 
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FOR THE UNITED STATES. IRAN IS THE COUNTRY ABOUT WHICH IN 
1949 AGAIN PRESIDENT TRUMAN DEVELOPED POINT FOUR, TO EXPRESS 
THE CLOSE CONNECTION WE FELT NOT ONLY WITH THE TERRITORIAL 
INTEGRITY BUT WITH THE DEVELOPMENT OF IRAN. IRAN IS THE 
COUNTRY WITH WHICH PRESIDENT EISENHOWER IN 1959 MADE AN 
EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT IN WHICH HE PLEDGED THAT THE UNITED 
STATES WOULD COME AGAIN TO THE ASSISTANCE OF IRAN AGAINST 
COMMUNIST ATTACK OR COMMUNIST INSPIRED ATTACK, ACCORDING TO OUR 
CONSTITUTIONAL PROCESSES. AND WHILE ONE CAN DEBATE TODAY, IN 
THE SOPHISTICATED PERIOD IN WHICH WE HAVE THE GREAT FORTUNE 
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OF LIVING, WHAT THE LEGAL SIGNIFICANCE OF AN EXECUTIVE AGREEMENT 
WAS, THERE CAN BE NO QUESTION THAT IT REFLECTED THE CONVICTION 
OF AN AMERICAN PRESIDENT, THAT THE SECURITY OF IRAN WAS AN 
IMPORTANT INTEREST OF THE UNITED STATES. AND NOW IN 1976, WHEN 
THE EFFORTS OF 1946 AND THE EFFORTS OF 1949 HAVE LED TO THE 
RESULT THAT IRAN’S SECURITY IS NO LONGER AS PRECARIOUS AS IT 
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WAS RIGHT AFTER THE WAR, AND IRAN'S PROGRESS ECONOMICALLY 
HAS REACHED A POI RE IT IS PART OF THE PLAN OF IRAN THAT 
WITHIN TEN YEARS THIS COUNTRY WILL HAVE THE ECONOMIC LEVEL OF 
ACTIVITY OF WESTERN EUROPE TODAYN UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS 
IT GOES WITHOUT SAYING THAT IRAN HAS NOT BECOME LESS IMPORTANT 
TO THE UNITED STATES. AT THE TIME WHEN IRAN AND THE UNITED STATES 
FIRST ENCOUNTERED EACH OTHER IN THE POSTWAR PERIOD, WE WERE 
PREDOMINANT IN THE WORLD, AND WE, IN OUR INNOCENCE OF 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS, ASSUMED ALL THE BURDENS FOR DEFENSE AND 
FOR ECONOMIC ADVANCE, AND IT WAS INDEED NECESSARY THAT WE 
DO SO BECAUSE THERE WAS NO ONE ELSE TO MAN THE RAMPARTS. 

NOW, IN 1976, THE WORLD HAS BECOME MUCH MORE COMPLICATED. 

OTHER CENTERS OF POWER HAVE DEVELOPED. THE THREATS HAVE 
BECOME MORE COMPLEX. THE UNITED STATES CANNOT ASSUME ALL THE 
RESPONSIBILITIES. UNDER THOSE CONDITIONS WE ESPECIALLY VALUE 
THOSE FRIENDS WHO ARE PREPARED TO MAKE THEIR OWN 
EFFORTS FOR THEIR ECONOMIC ADVANCE, AND WHO ARE PREPARED TO 
MAKE A SIGNIFICANT CONTRIBUTION TO THEIR OWN DEFENSE. AS THE 
RECENT PERIOD HAS MADE AMPLY CLEAR, THE MIDDLE EAST, ALWAYS A 
PIVOT OF WORLD AFFAIRS, HAS BECOME ONE OF THE POTENTIALLY TENSEST 
AREAS OF THE GLOBE. IN THE CIRCUMSTANCES, THE STABILITY OF IRAN, 

THE COMMITMENT OF IRAN TO ITS SECURITY, IS A MAJOR FACTOR FOR 
GLOBAL PEACE, AND A MAJOR FACTOR IN THE STABILITY OF THE MIDDLE 
EAST. THERE ARE AT LEAST SOME AMERICANS WHO DO NOT TAKE IT FOR 
GRANTED, BECAUSE THEY REMEMBER THAT EVEN IN IRAN THINGS ARE NOT 
ALWAYS THAT WAY AND THAT THEY DO NOT ALWAYS HAVE TO BE THAT WAY, 
AND THAT WE OWE SOMETHING TO THE FARSIGHTED LEADERSHIP OF 
HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY WHICH HAS BROUGHT MATTERS TO THIS POINT. 

IT IS TRUE THAT IRAN HAS MADE GREAT ECONOMIC PROGRESS. IT IS 
ALSO TRUE THAT IRAN HAS MADE STRENUOUS EFFORTS IN ITS OWN 
DEFENSE, AND FINALLY IT IS TRUE THAT IT HAS BEEN THE POLICY 
OF THE UNITED STATES TO SUPPORT BOTH OF THESE EFFORTS. THE 
FIRST, THE ECONOMIC EFFORT, NO LONGER REQUIRES AMERICAN SUPPORT. 

IN FACT IT MAY BE A LITTLE BIT THE REVERSE, IF HOUSHANG KEEPS 
RAISING THE OIL PRICES. BUT, IN ASSESSING THE RELATIONSHIP 
BETWEEN THE TWO COUNTRIES, WE NOTE A NUMBER OF FACTORS. FIRST, 

ON ALL MAJOR INTERNATIONAL ISSUES, THE POLICIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND THE POLICIES OF IRAN HAVE BEEN PARALLEL AND THEREFORE 
MUTUALLY REINFORCING. THOSE COUNTRIES WHICH HAVE REPRESENTED 
THE GREATEST THREAT TO THE SECURITY OF IRAN ARE ALSO THOSE 
COUNTRIES WHOSE DOMINATION OF IRAN WOULD HAVE A PROFOUND 
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EFFECT ON THE GLOBAL BALANCE OF POWER OR ON THE REGIONAL BALANCE 
OF POWER, AND WOULD THEREFORE HAVE PROFOUND CONSEQUENCES FOR 
THE UNITED STATES. IN ALL THE YEARS OF OUR COOPERATION, IRAN 
HAS NEVER GONE TO WAR OR THREATENED TO GO TO WAR FOR ANY 
PURPOSE WHICH WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN PARALLEDL TO OUR OWN. AND 
THIS COOPERATION HAS BEEN ALL THE MORE SIGNIFICANT BECAUSE 
IT GREW OUT OF A LEADERSHIP THAT IS CLEARLY INDEPENDENT, THAT 
PURSUES ITS CONCEPTION OF ITS OWN NATIONAL INTEREST BASED ON A 
HISTORY OF 2500 YEARS OF IRANIAN POLICY, AND THIS IS WHAT HAS 
MADE THE COOPERATION ALL THE MORE EFFECTIVE. I DO NOT WANT TO PAINT 
TOO IDYLLIC A PICTURE. THERE HAVE BEEN CONFERENCES WHERE WE 
HAVE NOT SEEN EYE TO EYE-NOT INVOLVING QUESTIONS OF PEACE AND 
WAR. UNFORTUNATELY THE TECHNICAL COMPETENCE OF YOUR PERSONNEL 
IS SUCH THAT WHEN WE DO NOT AGREE, YOU CAN MAKE LIFE EXTREMELY 
UNPLEASANT FOR US. BUT THOSE OCCASIONS HAVE BEEN RARE, AND THEY 
HAVE NOT GONE TO THE CENTRAL ISSUES OF GLOBAL STABILITY 
AND GLOBAL PEACE, NOT TO THE STRATEGY TOWARDS THE MIDDLE EAST, 

NOR TO THE STRATEGY TOWARDS THE SOVIET UNION, BOTH KEY ELEMENTS 
IN THE GLOBAL BALANCE. 

I HAVE TAKEN THE LIBERTY OF SPEAKING IN THIS MANNER BECAUSE 
I WANTED OUR IRANIAN FRIENDS TO UNDERSTAND THAT, NOT OUT OF 
SENTIMENTALITY, THOUGH WE ARE ALWAYS HAPPY HERE, BUT OUT 
OF A CALCULATION OF OUR OWN NATIONAL AND GLOBAL INTERESTS-JUST 
AS IRANIAN POLICY IS BASED ON ITS CALCULATION OF ITS NATIONAL 
INTEREST, THERE HAS DEVELOPED A PARALLELISM OF VIEWS ON MANY 
KEY PROBLEMS, THAT HAS MADE OUR COOPERATION A MATTER THAT IS IN 
THE PROFUND NATIONAL INTEREST OF BOTH COUNTRIES. THIS IS THE 
CONVICTION OF OUR ADMINISTRATION. IT IS THIS CONVICTION 
THAT HAS BROUGHT ME HERE, AND IT WILL BE PURSUED IN THE PERIOD 
AHEAD. SO IT IS IN THIS SPIRIT THAT I WOULD LIKE TO PROPOSE A 
TOAST TO YOUR GREAT LEADER, HIS IMPERIAL MAJESTY THE SHAHANSHAH, 
AND TO THE PERMANENT FRIENDSHIP BETWEEN THE PEOPLES OF THE 
UNITED STATES AND THE GREAT PEOPLE OF IRAN. AND IF I MAY, 

I ALSO PROPOSE A TOAST TO MY GOOD FRIEND THE MINISTER OF FINANCE 
AND MRS. ANSARI. 

(APPLAUSE.) 

KISSINGER 


UNCLASSIFIED 


NNN 
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